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TRAINING AIMS :

Mud has been , and still is , one of the most
widely used construction materials in the world .

Today , 30 % of the world population live in mud
homes : Roughly 50 % of the population of
developing countries , the majority of rural
population and at least 20 % of urban and sub
urban population .

Though we can find examples of mud
construction through out the five continents , the
traditional techniques don,t fit any more with the
new economy . To last mud buildings require a
constant maintenance and people prefer to look
for "modern materials ", subsequently mud
technologies and their traditional know how are
disappearing in most third world countries ,
where they got a connotation of poverty .

While , paradoxically , the industrialized countries
have started a dialogue on the revival of mud and
are baking research programmes and developing
applications, rediscovering the advantages of mud
construction .

Today some improved technigques using mud as
basic material are efficient and well mastered .

Afghanistan is one of the countries where
traditional mud construction is the most
widespread , but ten years of war has brought
some manifest changes .

Before the war though there was a general trend
toward the use of modern materials especially in
an urban context, the traditional materials and
techniques met the needs of the inhabitants
perfectly .

In addition to the destruction of buildings, the
war in Afghanistan has caused a prolonged break
in the transmittal of traditional techniques and
contributed to the problem of already scarce
forestry resources .

With regard to the reconstruction policy the
following issues should be considered : insecurity ,
damage to road infrastructure, inaccessibility of
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many areas, lack of public facilities ( schools ,
Basic health units
emergence of new models, changes in social
structure , lack of skilled man power , scarcity of

wood , rising cost of materials, lack of tools ,
climatical extremes , areas of regular seismic
activity .

In the light of those problems and the precarious
economic situation of the country a realistic
approach to the reconstruction should inevitably
emphasize the use of locally available materials,

Any action in the field of low cost housing should
consider among possible solutions, the folowing
priorities = rehabilitation of traditional housing ,
improvement of the quality and the durability of
local materials , proposal of compromise between
kacha " (mass clay and sun baked bricks ) and "
pakka "(burned bricks, conerete } construetion ,

The issue is not one of adopting a conservative
attitude but rather to improve existing techniques
in. order to make them compatible within a
radically altered context .

This is the aim of " Bost MTC " to contribute to
the reconstruction of Afghanistan by developing
improved technologies using local materials and
training people to their mastery .
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